Soccer Sam

Advanced

2010/11/24 17:21 http://blog.naver.com/anypr/150097795296



http://blog.naver.com/anypr/150097795296

The plane from Mexico was landing.
- Sam stood at the airport window
5 ; e \ going to meet
arco for the first tir




In the car Marco was very quiet.
So was Sam.
“We are happy you have come to live
with us for a year,” said Sam's mother.
"Si,” said Marco. But he didn’t look
happy. He just looked out the window.
“You like sports?” asked Sam. Sam
loved sports. He was very good at them
too.
Marco shrugged.

Soon a boy Sam’s size came through
the door. Sam’s mother hugged him.
“Marco, this is Sam,” she said slowly. 5
"Sam, this is Marco.” e i




“He doesn’t speak much English,”
said Sam’s mother. When they got home,
she said, "Take Marco out to play, Sam.
Introduce him to your friends.”

“What if he doesn't understand what
we say?” asked Sam.

"Speak slowly,” said his mom. “He'll
learn.”

Sam and Marco went outside. At
the end of the street, kids were shooting
baskets. Sam'’s friend Rosie tossed him :
the ball. Sam aimed and fired. The hall -
sailed through the rim.




*This is my cousin Marco,” Sam said.
He tried to talk slowly, but it was hard.
*Marco, this is Billy, Chris, Rosie,
Tommy, and Freddy.”

- Billy shot Marco the ball. Marco
 caught it on his head and bounced it
up 1 like a seal. Everyone

| im. Sam’ face




! Chr:s caughl: the ball under the net.
He thre:w it to Marco. ...

':'1_‘1115 t:lrne: Marm caught the ha]l on

:  his knf:e and hmm-::ed it up. and down.

 Again evar_vune laughed ahlm

Sam felt awful. "Let's go home,”
he told Marco.

The next day Sam and Marco went
to school together. At recess they played
kickball. When the ball came to Marco,
he stopped it with his feet.

*Don’t you ever use your arms?”
asked Freddy. But Marco didn't
understand. The next time the ball came
to him, he stopped it with his feet again.

Back home Sam tried to explain
the rules of sports to Marco.

"Hold the ball in your hands,” said

- Sam. "When you play basketball, bounce
i - the ball as vou run. It's called dribbling.”

But Marco just looked at Sam.

3 He didn’t understand English.

ull:'ln t even sa:,r Sam's name right.




The next day after school, Sam
didn’t want to go outside. He didn’t
want to play ball. He was afraid
hig friends would make fun of Marco.

“Why don’t you draw?”” Sam’s mother
asked. So Sam got out his crayons.

He drew a picture of a basketball player.
Marco drew a picture of his mother




Sam's mother looked at the pictures.
“You know what I think?" she said. "I
think Marco’s homesick. Let's take him
to the mall to cheer him up."”

At the mall Sam’s mother bought
Marco a Giants shirt. But it didn’t make
Marco happy. He didn't know who the
Giants were.

“Let’s try some video games,” said
- Sam. "Watch. I'll show you how to play.”
- Sam played Pac-Man and got a very high
score. "Now vou go,” he said to Marco.
- "Don’t worry if you don’t get a good
‘score at first."”

:,‘ ~ Marco played Pac-Man and got a
better score than Sam. He laughed. “In

: ’ac-Man also,” he said. Marco




They walked farther down the mall,
looking at stores. When they came to

the sports store, Sam stopped to look at
footballs. But Marco wasn't interested in
footballs. He ran over to a display of
black-and-white balls in boxes. Suddenly

“Why didn't I think of this before?”
~ said Sam’s mom. "Most kids in Mexico
~ play soccer.”

“Soccer? Nobody plays that around




Back home Marco took his new ball Chris and Billy came over. Marco kicked
' the ball to Chris. Chris caught it with

his hands.

"No hands,” said Marco.

outside. He bounced it on Hi§ head. He
kicked it around with his feet.

~ He kicked the ball to Billy.
Billy caught it
with his hands too.
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Then Marco kicked the ball to Sam.
Sam let the ball fall on his head.
"'iBueno!” cried Marco. "jBueno,
Sammee!” : s
Sam laughed. He kicked the
Mirco, who kicked it o Billy

*;Bueno, Billy!"” said Marco. Then
he kicked the ball to Chris.

Chris caught it on his head and
bounced it to Billy. Billy caught it on his
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The next day at recess Marco showed 11 1
the other second graders how-to play 1 SR
soccer. They stood in a circle and passed ' ]
the ball around with their heads. Once
Sam caught the ball witli his hands.
“"No hands!” yelled Marco.
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The next time someone caught the
ball with his hands, everyone yelled,
“NO HANDS!" It was fun.

- Then Marco told them to pass
the ball with their feet. Once Chris
picked up the ball with his hands.
"NO HANDS!” everyone shouted.

———

The third graders came by and
laughed. "No hands?” they said. “What a
weird game.”

Some of the second graders felt
stupid. They didn't like to be teased by
third graders.
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"Forget it,” said Sam. "I've got
a plan. Let’s practice all week. Then
we'll challenge the third graders to
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On Friday morning Sam went up to The third graders took the challenge.
the third graders in the playground. Then everyone went back to class. It was
“If you think you're so hot,” he said, hard to study.

"play soccer with us at lunch. Then Billy said 5 plus 4 was 8.
we'll see who's really hot.”

Chris dropped his notebook
on the floor and all his papers
fell out,
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Marco was so excited, J

he forgot the capital
of the United States.
He said it was

a5 S0 excite
i e $ i

5

d, ]'_1@ could hardly
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Finally it was lunchtime. Everyone
ate quickly and rushed outside. _

The second and third graders met on
the field. Sam marked the goals with :
jackets. Billy went over the rules. "Only
the goalie can catch the ball,” he said.
"To score you have to kick the ball past
the goalie and into the place marked by
jackets.” :
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The game began. Marco passed the
ball to Chris. Chris started to dribble the
ball up the field. One of the third graders
ran in front of him. Chris passed the ball

to Sam.

Sam kicked the ball hard but missed.

The ball sat on the field. A third grader
it wg;r'ddwn t_!!g field

ST R
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What a kick! The third graders were
really big and strong. Another third
grader kicked the ball into the second
graders’ goal. The score was 1-0. The
third graders were ahead.
Sam looked worried.
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“Go, Marco baby!” yelled Billy.

Marco kicked the ball at the third
graders’ goal. It went in! Now the
score was a 1-1 tie.
“Hooray!” shouted Sam.

“No problema,"” said Marco. He
dribbled the ball to the opposite goal all
by himself. Thlrd graders tr:ed to get the'-
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The third graders had the ball now.

One of them kicked it halfway. down the
field. Another one dribbled it toward the
second graders” goal. He took aim and fired.
Tommy, who was goalie for the second
graders, caught the ball.

“Hooray!” shouted Sam again. He
knew it was all right for Tommy to catch
the ball. In soccer, goalies are the only
players who can do that.

T

-

Tommy threw the ball to Sam. Sam
passed it to Marco. Marco ran it down to
the other end and passed it back to Sam.
Sam gave it a good hard kick. The ball

o
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The second graders started scoring _'
like crazy. Bam! Chris got a goal. Slam!
He got another one. Wham! Wham! Wham!
Billy got one goal, and Rosie got two. : Id

But Sam and Marco were the team
stars. They ran circles around the third
graders. They scored six goals each. g
When lunchtime was over, the score
was 19-1.

"A wipe-out!” said Sam.

The third graders weren’t used fORSE
i The:,r began to make mistakes.
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"“Si,” said Marco. "Soccer Sam

teach you too.”

Everybody laughed. "Soccer
Sammee!” they shouted. "Soccer
Sammee!”

And that’s how Sam got his

nickname. At first he wasn't sure if |

liked it or not.

o

b
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"Is huenu?” ask&d Marm “You like
new name?"

Sam looked at his cousin. He knew
'that anythmg Marco gave h:m, he. ‘would
_llke. _“S' Z sald Sam._“] lzke Grac:as.”

If you like reading exciting stories

written in paragraphs,
look for these Step into Reading bouks

ML-’LEING RESCUES
BASEBALL CAMF OX THE PLANET OF THE T":‘BRI\.U.S -
BEN FRANELIN AND THE MAGIC SQUARES + e
THE BERENSTAIN BEARS AND THE ESCAPE OF THE BOGG HRO'I”IIERS
ESCAPE KORTH: The Story of Harriet Tubman
EXTINCT! Crestures of the Pas:

THE GREAT HOUIMND: World-Famous Magician and Escipe Artist
HELEXN KELLER: Courage in the Dark
HUNGEY PLANTS

ICE MUNMMY

JOAN OF ARC

A MARE FOR YOUNG WOLF

THE MYSTERY OF THE PIRATE GHOST
N0 TOOTH, X0 QUARTER!

THE PERFECT PONY

POMPEIL.BURIED ALIVE!

THE SECRET OF FOGHORN ISLAKD
SNAKE CAMP

SOCCER S5AM

SPOOKY AMERICA

THE TITANIC: LOST_AND FOUND

TUT'S MUMMY: LOST..AND FOUND

20,000 BASEBALL CARDS UNDER THE SEA
VOLCANOES! Mountains of Fire
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