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Korea’s smukmgﬂ
te increases

[ el that the number of people smoking in Korea has increased.
The n11mstry also said that it will once again *strengthan anti-smoking efforts by designating
parks, hospitals and other *public facilities as smoking-free Zones. '
According to a telephone survey conducted by the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Family

Affas (=20x1>12) al the end of last year, 23.3 percent of people over the age of 19 smoked. In
2008, the smoking rate was 22.3 percent. -

Mm'qman half of tha rﬁpﬂndanmanmred that smoking was a habit and 32.6 percent said
: s said that because they were concerned
amuuhalr health thayhaean'iadw qultsmukhg andGSS percent attempted 10 quit smoking at
least once. @
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[ Twins have different birth dates

‘Tampa Tribune reported that a set of *identical twins born in

*decade.
“We never think that ve would be the first of the year, or th
like that," the tvdns ' father told a ocal newspaper: But Fm
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Heavy snow covers
Seoul and Gyeonggi

Early in the morning on Jan. 4, heavy
snow fell in Seoul and Gyeongai
Province.

The nation’s weather agency said 28.5
centimeters of snow fell on that day. It
was the largest amount of snowdfalls in
one day in the regions nearly in 100 years.

Korea started to collect the data of
snowfalls in 1937. 5o it is not known how
much snow the nation had before the year.

The previous record was set in

January 1969, when 25.6 centimeters of
snow fell.

Weather officials said nearly 17 cen-
timeters fell just within four hours in the
morning inand around Seoul.

The unusually heavy snow and sub-
zero temperatures left the capital's main
highways icy. Heavy *traffic jams and
several collisions were reported through-
outthe day.

Especially, many “commuters suffered

from distress on their first work day of the
new year.

Some 16,000 government officials and
“military servicemen were mobilized to
clear snow from major roads and high-
ways, But snow continued to fall heavity
throughout the day, making the job practi-
cally impossible.

Many accidents took place due fo the
heawy snowfall. & man in his 50s fell to his
death from the roof of a badminton court
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in northern Seoul while trying to clear the
STIOW.

Domestic and “international flights at
Gimpo Airport and Incheon International
Airportwere either canceled or delayed
for several hours
throughout the day.

All  domestic
schedules at Gimpo -
totaling 62 depar-
tures and

79 amvals, including
two international flights
toJapan - were canceled.

Incheon International
Airport was also *plagued
by flight *cancellations and

delays.

4 - English Listening Education Center

Many commuters gave up on driving
their own cars Monday morning, flock-
ing to subway and bus stations, with
someeven choosing to ride bicycles.
“Driving conditions were
extremely *hazardous,”

regions. “It took more than
twice the time it usually takes to
go to work. The cars were
practically *crawling on the
roads,”

x *maltariction S| o8 MAMpOmTY QAR £ InConvenknoe M a1

D

increased the “frequency of subway
trains to meet the *surge in demand for
“public transportation due to heavy snow,
trains on the busiest lines, No. 1 and No.
2, suffered delays due to “malfunctions.

Freezing ternperatures and ice on the
rails appeared to have caused the “tem-
porary malfunctions, metro officials said.

With temperature plunging to minus
6.9 C, most roads remained icy all day to
further *inconvenience commuters
returning home in the evening.

The government extended operation of
subways and buses in the city for an hour
through Jan. 5 for the convenience of
Iocals using public transportation. @

said Lee Ho-yoon, who
crossed Seoul's Han
River, which separates
the city’s south and north

Although Seoul Metro
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pTy A “manatee photographed in Florida, the Unite

4 3
g » 2 Larg rful storms can be n

e d Id B

at an *altitude of about 4 3|
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The recent debut of Burj Khalifa in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates; (long
known as “Burj Dubai” before under-
going a name change) set the record
for the tallest building in the world.

Standing 2,717 feet tall (828
meters), its height is *incomparable
to all its *predecessors and far sur-
passes the next tallest bullding by a
whopping 1,050 feet (320 meters) -
just about the height that ranks in the
lower 20s!

Currently, there are many other
skyscrapers being proposed or even
under construction around the worid.
But as of now, none are tall enough to
take away Burj Khalifa's world
record.

The Council on Tall Buildings and
Urbana Habitat (CTBUH), an interna-
tional body that studies tall buildings
around the world, provided a list of
the 100 tallest completed I:m{ldmsh
the world, Here is the top 10, in order
from tallest to shortest starting from
top leftand moving to the right.

Burj Khalifa

Location : Dubai, United
Arab Emirates

Helght : 2,717 feet (828
melers)

Floors : 162

Start of construction : 2004
Year completed : 2010
Use : Office, residential, hotel
Interesting facts : It has the world's

| fastest elevator with a speed of 64 kmm

(preceded by Taipei 101). Korean
corporation Samsung Engineering &
Construction was the primary builder. Its
name was changed to Burj Khalifa in
hanar of Sheik Khalifa, the ruler of Abu
Dhabi.
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Willis Towsr

Location : Chicago. lllinois,
United States

Helght : 1,451 feet (442
meters)

Floors : 108

Starl of construction : 1970

Year completed : 1974

i Tramp Intematisnal

- meters)

Taipei 101

Location : Taipei, Taivwan
Height : 1,667 feet (508
meters)

Floors : 101

Start of construction : 1999
Year completed : 2004
Use : Office

Interesting facts : Korean corporation
Samsung Engineering & Construction
was the primary builder. The shape of
the building was inspired by a “pagoda.
It was the first tallest building in the
world completed in the 21* century.

ki el

Hotel & Tower
Location : Chicago, lllinois,
United Stales

Height : 1,389 feet (423

Floors : 98
Start of construction : 2005

- Year completed : 2008

~ Use:Residential, hote!
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Shanghai World

Financial Center

Location : Shanghai, China

Height : 1,614 feet (492

melers)

Floors : 101

Start of construction : 1997

Year completed : 2008

Use : Hotel, office

Interesting facts : There is a
*trapezoid-shaped opaning at the peak
of the building that is supposed to
reduce wind pressure. The building was
originally planned to begin construction
in 1997, but it was ~halted by the Asian
financial crisis. Construction resumed in
2003.

oin-Mao-Tower
Location : Shanghai, China
Height : 1.380 feet (421
meters)

Floors ; 88

Start of construction : 1994
Year completed : 1999
Use : Hotel, office
Interesting facts : The daily
*maintenance fee of the building is
reported to be $121,000.

Petronas Tower 1

Location : Kuala Lumpur,

IMalaysia

Height : 1,483 fest (452

meters)

Floors : 88

Start of construction : 1992

Year completed : 1998

Use : Office

Interesting facts : It is one of the towers
of the Petronas Twin Towers. The twin
towrers still hold the title of the tallest twin
buildings in the world. A bridge at the
42" fioor connects the two towers. The
primary contractor of Tower 1 was
Hazama Corporation of Japan.

Twe Intarnational
Finance Cenire
Location : Hong Kong,

| China
Height ; 1,352 fest (412
meters)
Floors : B8
Start of construction : 2000
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| Petronas Tower 2
Location : Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia
Height : 1,483 feet (452
meters)

Floors : 88

Start of construction : 1992
Year completed ; 1998
Use : Office

Interesting facts : The primary
contractor of Tower 2 was Samsung
Engineening & Construction of Korea.
The building is occupied by many
companies such as Microsoft, 1BM and
Boging.
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SIe Plams

Location : Guanazhou,

| China"
Height : 1,280 feet (390
meters)
Floors : 80
Start of construction : 1993
Year completed : 1996
Use: Office
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Brazilian Mota

\ may become Taegeuk Warrior

'

K-League player Joao Mota from Brazil could be a surprise *addition to the Korean
national team ahead of the World Cup in South Africa next year, according to Goal.com.
The 28-year-old striker has just signed a new deal with Asian champions Pohang
Steelers and the move could open the door for his “inclusion in Huh Jung-moo’s
squad for the World Cup in South Africa, the report said.
The former Cruzeiro forward has lived in Korea for five years now and is *eligible to
become a * naturalized citizen, his agent Frank Vieira told Gazeta Sportiva,

Mota had disappointing stints at Mallorca B and Sparting Lisbon before finally
finding his feet with Korea's Secngnam in 2005.

In recent months, he had been approached by the Korean Football Association
UA  (ypeseis) about becoming a citizen of the country and it now loaks as if it is only
a “matter of time before the process is started.

Motais considered to be one of the best strikers in the K-League. @

e
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S. Korea to face African team in March

South Korea's national football “squad will play a =friendly match with an
P African national team in March to prepare for the FIFA World Cup to be held in

§ South Africain summer, football officials here said.

“As head coach Huh Jung-moo has asked for a game with an African team,
\e are in "consultations with Cote d lvoire, Cameroon, and Ghana, all of which
have advanced to the World Cup finals,” said Kim Joo-sung; head of the interna=
tional affeirs departmentat the Korea Football Association, @
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Lotte G|ants .mgns San Francisco pitcher Sadowski

South Korean pro baseball club the Lotte Giants said it has signed San
Francisco pitcher Ryan Sadowski toa one-year “contract.

Sadowski, 27, will play for Lotte in the 2010 season for $200,000, with an
“additional $100,000 signing benus, according to the Busan-based elub. which
finished fourthin the eight-team single league in the 2009 season. @
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Girl who does not age

i vy

SHE IS 16yrs OLDI!

Brooke Greenberg is about to turn 17 years old but this
American teenageris only the size of an " infant and her mental
capacity is that of a *toddler. In an amazing phenomenon that
is *baffling scientists, shedaes notage.

Her weight is 16 pounds and her height is 30 inches. Early
on Greenberg undervent growth hormone “therapy but that
GG GBI e GRE Ui R ek ana waigiald matinorease
at all. The only things of Greenberg that do orow are her hair
and nails. Given her mental capacity, she does not speak.

Anarticle published last year in the scientific journal “Mech-
anisms of Ageing and Development” dacumentad many of the
strange: “abnormalities of her ageing process. For example.
the condition of hr bones are as if they were lie 10 vears old
and she still has baby teeth.

Instead of her body developing asa single coordinated unit,

as is supposed to be the case, her body is developing as inde-
pendent parts thal are developing separately in an *unsyn-
chronized way. It is unknown why this is the case.

Greenberg was born on Jan. 8, 1993, to Howard and
Melanie Greenberg. She has three *siblings. They are Emily
and Caitlin, who are six and three years older than her, respec-
tively, and Carly, who is three years her junior. Her three sisters
alt developed normally and are no different from regular people
their age.

During the first six years of her life, Greenberg suffered from
a number of nmdig:a! emergencies and often her recovery
came vithout an explanation. She had surgery for seven *per-
forated stomach “ulcers. She had a brain seizure and then a
stroke, but within wesks there was no sign of any damage.
When she was four, she suffered from *lethargy that made her
sleep for 14 straight days. While engaging in this super long
s{eep doctors determined that SNe must have Drain Gancer. she

cashet Bm‘men she woke up antl ifu.nmd'ommare Was no
*turnor. Often she suddenly became really ill and nobody knew
why.

Greenberg receives food through a tube that is inserted into
her stomach. This is because her *esophagus is too small
which means that if she were to swallow food the food likely
could get into her lungs which could cause her to get “pneu-
monia.

She attends a special education public school in
Baltimore County in Maryiand.
Samples of Greenberg’s DNA and cells have
2 been studied by scientists. They think that it is
that she has a ~genetic mutation that
is causing harmtmag& Sucha mutation has
yet to be found, If they can find the gene or
genes that Is causing her “fountain of youth

and can isolate it or them, they maybe able to

learn more aboutthe aging process. @
By Patrick Zovzan {patsick@heraldm. com)
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Will students with poor grades be able to enter a

‘top-notch university?

KBS started the New Year with a new Monday and

Tuesday series, “The Masters of the Art of Study” [2=eia.

This drama focuses on impertant Korean education issues,
‘such as the reformed *high school selegtion system.
The show Is inspired’ by the hit Japanese comic book

series “Dragon Zakura® by Mita Norifusa. The drama is.
‘about five failing hlgh school students preparing to enter

Korea's top university.
A “motorcycle gang member-turned-lawyer, played by
‘actor Kim Su-ro, is given the responsibility of raining the stu-

dents and saving the high school from being closed. The

‘high school, wh_ere.-‘-trouhlema'lw'rs attend; is not highly
in order to succeed in this project, four “masters” ars
HAVILOU LU ISV, il Utk SIUUEILS, Ve WALGHIY 1S
drama, students can receive tips on how to

\"H,\STUHY-
One character, played by Ko Ah-

| 4

“I one scene, the English teacher says that even though
we only learned the basics of swimming, we say that we are
good atit. So how come it s not the same with English? If we
had the same confidence in English, we would
be good at English,” said Ko ata press confer-
ence.
“| hope my friends will have the.
desire to study English after watching the
drama,” she added.

The oiher four students are played by teen heartthrob Yoo
Seung-ho. Ji-veon of T-ara, child actor Lee Hyun-woo and
Lee Chan-ho.

*Contrary to the Image that Yoo has shown in his previous
dramas, he turns himself into a “rebellious and *eqgotistic
SIUOENT 1N | Ne MaSIers ot tNe Ars of Stuay,”

“I's fun playing the role of a rebeflious boy, In real life, |
am nota student who is smart, but | do work hard, Through
this drama, | am able to do things that | normally can't do,

3 seong, said that in order to do well in sueh as “falking back to teachers and being ~hip,” sid
S school, “confidence is needed. Yoo. @ By Yeom Min-a s &heraldm.com)
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By Hwang Az-zal {5391 9Ggmail com)
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Kim Hye-so0
and Yoo Hae-jin

in a relationship

Korea's leading actress Kim Hye-soo, 40, and actor Yu
Hag-jin, 41, have been dating for overtwo years, according
1o asports daily.

The paper “revealed the apparent lovers along with
some paparazzi photos. One of them showed the couple
meeting in front of a car, lightly *disguised with sunglass-
s, aswine flu mask and acap.

According to the newspaper, they date every Friday
night, and participate in each other’s family gatherings.

It is actually not the first time that rumors regarding a
Kim-Yu romance have been reported by media, although
the two have continususly *denied such rumors.

The two first acted together in the 2001 comedy “Kiek
the Moon.” @
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‘You may have seen them driving by -
sehool buses bearing the name of some
international or foreign school. But if
these are schools for foreign students,
why do we see so many Koreans riding
their buses?

*Contrary to what the names may
suggest, these foreign schools *enroll
many. “ethnic Korean students. In fact,
maost schools do not even require the
Student to hold foreign passports.

According to new attendance gualifi-
cations set by the Korean Ministry of
Education earlier last year, students who
wish to attend an international school
(e.g- SFS, SIS, KIS, TCIS, YISS) must
gither: 1) have at least one parent who
holds a foreign passport, or 2) have lived
‘overseas for three or moreyears,

&

The attendance gualifications for Seoul
Foreign School, however, are a bit differ-
ent. Both the student and at least one par-
ent must hold a foreign passport or, in the
case that neither parent holds a foreign
passport, the student must have lived
overseas for more than five years.

Having said that, such technicalities do
little to illustrate the variations amongst
these schools. A brief look into the histo-
ry, student lifa and academic ambience of
theseschoolsis better telling.

Seoul Foreign School - Founded in
1812 by “missionaries, SFS fs the oldest
international/foreign school in Korea.
However, despite its “religious back-
ground and controversial mascot, the
Crusader, the spiritual atmosphere at the
school is by no means overwhelming.

Foreign schools

in Korea
o]
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As one of two schools in Korea offering
the International Baccalaureate program,
SFS academically challenges its students

“Generally, students are pretty well-
rounded.”

Athletically, the SFS Grusaders are ong
of the strongest, often competing *neck-
ant-neck against DoDDS schools. With
1,500 students representing over 52
countries, SFS has ong of the lowest per-
centages of Korean students among
internationalforeign schools. Interestingly.
within SFSis a British School division that
offers a curriculum based on the English

was built on an'old *gravesite in Yeonhui-
dong, and consequently, rumors of *ghost
sightings abound amongst students.

Seoul Intemational School - SIS was
founded on the campus of Konkuk
University in 1973 and moved to its
Seongnam campus in 1985. With 1,080
students; SIS follows close behind SFS in
terms of size, but diversity-wise, itis on the
opposie side of the spectrum.

Jokingly, SIS student Kristin Kim says,
“We've had a half-Halian rising junior and
two Indians in lastyear's graduating class,
so now we e officially 99.9 percent
Karean,

- but as SFS student Jay Lee, 16, says,

National Primary Strategy. Fun fact SFS |

Whilg SIS has a *reputa-
tion of being one of the most acadermical-
Iy rigorous foreign schools, Karen Kim,
| 18, says SIS students “play hard and
| study hard at the same time. "

Athletically. the SIS Tigers are quite
strong in boys® soccer, and last year, the
school hosted the girls® KAIAC Soccer
Tournament on their new “turf field.
According o some SIS “alumnl, there is
a myth that SIS s full of Hogwarts-like
secret *passageways. |

Yongsan International Schoolin Seoul

- Initially starting out in Bogwang-tdong
as a small elementary school that

| expanded out to Yeouido, YISS was orig-
inally named International Christian
School of Seoul until it was chosen by the
Korean Foreign Schools Foundation to
operate the new Hannam-dong campus
in 2006. Perhaps it is this Christian back-

ground that explains the strong religion-
based stucent-teacher relationships that,
for YISS student Adrianne Wang, “is one
of the reasons why students love this
school.”

¥ISS is fairly ethnically diverse, with
750 students representing more than 45

countries. According to student
Jonathan Park. 16, students “get along
sowellvitheachother”

One revealing fact is that SFS's British
Schoolwas one of the other schools that
applied for and was denied the new
Hannam-dong campus. Gould the rejec-
tion of SFBS be one of the reasons
behind the fierce boys'soceer rivalry
between the YISS Guardians and the SFS
Crusaders?

These are just three examples, but
there are 10 other internationalforeign
schools in Korea, including IGS, TCIS
and KIS. While these “foreign” students
in their big, shiny buses may seem to be
in thelr own bubble of Western educa-
tion, Korean students will find that they

are “relatable teenagers. After all, really

the only thing that sets these teans apart
is a few printed words ona passport. @
By Chal Jiin {chaljlin&gmail com)
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. winter vacation, an ice sled field recently There is no *admissions fee, but 500 won is charged for
‘angjaecheon, Gangnam District, southem Seoul. “sled rentals that last for two hours.
According to the district head, the rice farm in the stream Also, because the field’ s lce is frozen naturally, it is only.
area, which is normally served as an educational site for stu-  open on cold days. Therefors, it is absolutely frrspartant to
-'hands.un mtﬁema in rice fafming has been check?bsmlla.hlﬂlypﬁortwisitmg

TI’IB s{ed ﬁalﬂ runs mruuuh Fab 20, Fur m::-re information,

LS —_z__\ -
ﬂ Trivia Knowledge
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Airport Security

s

DEPARTURE
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raises coffee price

*angered by the new pr
Starbucks Goffee Korea anmounced that
they have raised the prices of 15 of its coffee
won and lattes cost

our prices
w materials, rent

ised prices, itcan be

g “criticism from the public beca
about the higher prices.

bout the

r events and
without anybody

By Yeom Min-a (mina@heraldm.com)
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Hyundai-Kia

sales up in U.S. market last year

Hyundai  Motor
America and its “sister
company Kia Motor
America saw sales
increase last year in the
s US. market.

But their American
and Japanese competi-
tors *slumped amid the

worst recession in decades.

Hyundai said it sold 435,064 vehicles in the United States
lastyear Itis an 8.3 percent increase from a year earlier.

Kia said it posted a 9.8 percent sales increase to 300,063
vehicles last year. Kia's American market share rose 4.2 per-

P

il ldbl j'ed.l ||u||| -J.u}m::bsm uLauyul (Vi={T¥ i A

In the meantime, US leading carmakers Ford recorded a
15 parcent sales decline last year to 1.62 million vehicles and
General Motors posted a sales “reduetion of 30 percent at
2.1 million vehicles,

Japan's Toyota and Honda recorded falts in sales of 20 per-
centand 19 percent, respectively, ta 1.77 mil-
lion and 1.15 million vehicles last year 4
inthe U.S. market. @ /
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