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of horse-drawn Wagons are. lme.d upvi.
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A bugle is sounded. The drivers urge their !
teams forward. Suddenly, a roll of thunder is
heard. A black cloud appears in the western
sky. Many Cherokees shake their heads.
( They fear it is an omen of bad luck. Their

* long journey will be a hard one. :




“A Civilized Tribe &

Who are the Cherokees and why must they
g0 west? -
The Cherokees were living in America
long before the first white colonists arrived.
Their oldest stories tell how earth was
shaped by the flight of the Great Buzzard. He
flew low over the new land to dry it with his

wings, pushing down the valleys and lifting
up the hills and peaks of the Great Smoky
Mountains. Then two people emerged from

the earth. They were Kanati and Selu, |

- of Different Speech.”)

This story shows how connected the
Cherokees feel to their land. It is a part of
them.

What we know as Georgia, Alabama,
Tennessee, Kentucky, South Carolina, and
North Carolina were all once Cherokee land.
Each Cherokee town had its own leaders,
chosen by the people. They proudly called
themselves Ani™Yun'wiya—"the Principal
People.” (The name Cherokee comes from
Jilagi—a Creek Indian word meaning “People




When white settlers first came from
Europe, the Cherokees tried to live in peace
with them. For over a hundred years,
Cherckees traded with English colonists.
Some Cherokee leaders even went to England
~ to visit the king,




The Cherokee NMNation wanted to live in
peace with the United States. It moved its
capital south to New Echota, Georgia. The
Cherokees began to adopt more white ways.
Many Cherokees became wealthy. They had
plantation houses, sawmills, and large herds
of cattle. Some Cherokee men went to schools
in New England. The Cherokees even
invented a written language all their own.

Then the American Revolution was fought
between the British and the American
colonists. When the war was over, American
settlers wanted the land owned by
Cherokees. There was more fighting, this
time against the Cherokees. A thousand
Cherckee towns were destroyed. The

: Cherokeeﬁ gave up some of the;r land. In




In 1821, a man named Sequoyah shared
this great invention with his people. For
many years, he had sought a way to write
down the Cherokee language. Finally, he
succeeded in creating a Cherokee alphabet.
Each symbol stood for a sound in Cherokee.

His little daughter, Ahyokah, helped him.
She was the first person Sequoyvah taught. At
first, other Cherokees did not believe that
Sequoyah could really write their language.
Only the white people could make “talking
leaves,” as the Cherokees called writing on
paper. But whatever message Sequoyah
wrote down, Ahvokah could read. No other
person in human history had ever created a
new alphabet all alone. If you spoke
Cherokee, you could now easily learn to write
it. Soon almost every Cherokee person could
read and write.




In 1827, the Cherokee Nation founded its
OWT newspaper, printed in both English and
Cherokee. It was called Tsa-la-gi Tsu-le-li-
sah-nuh-hi,
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Going West -4

The mare the Cherokees succeeded, the more
enemies they made. Many people did not
want them around. They wanted Cherokee
land for themselves. President Thomas
Jefferson believed in a policy called Indian
Removal. This meant moving all Indians to
Indian Territory, the lands west of the
- Mississippi River. Jefferson thought this
policy would protect the Indians from
dishonest white people who might trick the
01 1em for their land. It wo S

Those words mean “Cherokee will rise
again.” In English, it is the Cherokee
Phoenix, named for the mythical bird that
rises from its own ashes. It was clear that the
Cherokees had made the most of peace. But
that peace would not last.




President Jefferson said it would take a
thousand years for Americans to settle the
West, Indian Territory would be Indian land
forever. But Jefferson was wrong. It would
take less than a hundred vears for the West
to be settled. And there was no “open land”
in Indian Territory. It was already occupied
by other Native Americans. i

Most Cherokees opposed giving up their
land. Some Cherokees, though, including
Sequoyah, decided to go west. They
established new towns in Arkansas. It was
not easy. The Indians who were already
there made war on them. White settlers
complained that the Indians had the best
land. But the Arkansas Cherokees succeeded.
They established schools and a formal
government.

Their stay in Arkansas lasted ten years.
Then the ﬁrkansas Cheroke:es ' ]




It was not easy. In 1828, Andrew Jackson
was elected president of the United States. In
his first address to Congress, President
Jackson said that all Indians must now be
removed. During the War of 1812, when
General Jackson was fighting the British,
~ many Cherokee volunteers had fought by his
- side. Two of those loyal Cherokees were
- Sequoyah and John Ross. But Jackson didn't
care that Cherokees had helped him in the
- past. He sponsored the Indian Removal Bill.

4  The Cherokee Republic creatad a new
government modeled after the United States
]ohn Rnss Was chosen 1:0 be the
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Things quickly got worse. for the
Cherokees. Gold was discovered on Cherokee
lands in Georgia. Georgia created anti-Indian
laws. Similar laws were passed in Alabama.
It was now illegal for one Cherokee to try to
persuade another to stay on his own land. It
was even illegal for Cheroke:es to dlg for gold
on their own ]-,and N et

that everything they owned had been

The state of Georgia divided the Cheroke
Republic info Jand lots, It set up a lottery to'm._
give those lots away to white men.
Cherokee families came home to discover

ia*tate mtn-Indlan 1aws ~brokc
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looked for his family. He found his wife,
Quatie, and their two little children on the
road to Tennessee, soaked by the rain.

The Cherokees fought for their rights in
court. John Ross traveled back and forth to
Washington, D.C. In 1832, the Supreme Court
i ruled in favor of the Cherokee Nation. But
President Jackson sided with the Southern
states. He allowed them to ignore the
Supreme Court.

One night, Chief John Ross returned from
Washington to find that his own plan' ion
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They thought life was too hard for the
Cherokee people in the East. Going west
might be the only way for the Cherokees to
survive, And so they made a decision. Some
Cherokees thought it was a hrave decision.
Many others thought it was a bad decision
made by bad men.

This small group of Cherokees met

with representatives of the United States
government. They had no right to speak for

their people as a whole. However, they

signed a treaty agreeing fo the western
removal of the entire Cherokee Nation.

; Jackson signed the Tr&atjr of New Echota

John Ross and the official representatives
of the Cherokees said this treaty was illegal.
Former president John Quincy Adams said
that the treaty “brings disgrace upon the
country.” However, the United States Senate
approved it by a single vote. A smile of
victory on his face, President Andrew

-::-f It_he Chemkm-
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The Place Where the People Cned f

Treaty of New Echota. John Ross went to
Washington with a petition signed by 16,000
Cherokee people who opposed the treaty, The
western Cherokees sent another petition to
Congress signed by Sequoyah and the other
western Cherokee leaders. Many white
Americans supportad the Gheroke:es as well

Only twenty Cherokee men signed the

Some Cherokees went west before the
deadline of May 1838. The men who signed
the treaty led small groups of Cherokee
settlers to what is now the state of
Oklahoma. They picked out the best home-
sites for themselves,
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Martin Van Buren was now president of
the United States. He feared that the
remaining Cherokees would try to fight. He
sent General John Ellis Wool to take away
their weapons. But the general found himself .'
protecting the Cherokee people instead.
Dishonest white men were flocking to_:_
Cherokee land to cheat the Cherokees and
steal from them. These white men, Woaol
said, “are like vultures...ready to pounce.”
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General Wool resigned in protest. Geargia-;
threatened to go to war against the Cherokee
people if the Cherokees were not remnveﬂ.-;
President Van Buren did not wish to anger
the South. He sent General Winfield Scott to
~ take Wool's place. Scott’s army rounded up'
the Cherokees. '
Almost all the Cherokee people were taken
captive. They were locked up in stockade
forts. They had to leave behind everythin g
except for the clothes they wore and what

They were longer, but safer.

Families were separated as people were
herded into the camps. Children cried out
for their parents. Frantic mothers looked for
their little ones. I'ood and water were
scarce. People began to get sick. Many died
while being held captive. They were
prisoners whose only crime was that they
were Cherokees and white people wanted
their land.

Several routes were used to take the
Cherokees west. One was by water. People
were loaded onto large flatboats guarded by
troops. On the crowded boats, more people
became sick. Some fell into the water and
drowned.

The other routes were mostly by land.
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o Washington, he was upset by what he

Chief John Ross made a proposal to
General Scott. Instead of treating the
Cherokees like eriminals and forcing them to
move, he asked Scott to let the Cherokee
people arrange their own travel west.

No other group of Indians had been
allowed to do this. They had all been
escorted to Indian Territory by United States
troops. But Scott was upset by what had
happened to the Cherokees. To everyone's
surprise, he agreed.

Ex-president Andrew Jackson was enraged.
He wrote an angry letter to the United States
Attorney General in protest. However, John
Ross's plan was allowed to go on.
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Each Cherokee was given an allowance of
265.88. This would cover the cost of wagons,
horses and oxen, bedding, food, soap, and
clothing. They would also have to pay to use
the turnpikes—private roads whose owners
demanded money for their use,

The Cherokees divided into parties. They
would follow the long land route. They hoped
to travel fifteen miles each day. That way,
they would make the 1,200-mile trip in eighty
days. Bemuse nf the heat, the start was
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The Cherokee people had been a
lot. But their troubles were not yet over.

- They feared that the roll of thunder and the )
- Dblack cloud at the start of their journey were

ad omens. Those fears turned out to be true.

~ White men followed the wagon trains, trying
steal from tham. Cherokees were charg&d

Quatie, the wife of John Ross, was very ill.
But when she saw a sick child shivering by
the road, she gave the child her blanket. On
February 1, 1839, John Ross paused to bury
Quatie near Little Rock, Arkansas. There
were many such deaths.

The legend of the Cherokee Rose grew
from the Trail of Tears. It is said that each
drop of blood that fell from the Cherokees
turned into a stone rose. Those red stone
crystals can still be found along the
Arkansas River. In 1968, the Cherokee Rose
was made the state stone of Oklahoma.

19 -




At the End of the Trail

When the Cherokees arrived in Indian
Territory, they found little to welcome them.
Nearby tribes were suffering from smallpox.
Land given to the Cherokees was already
occupied by others. Supplies promised by the
United States government did not arrive. The

No one knows how many died during the
removal. Some say it was 4,000 or more. It is
g o wonder Ehat the Cherokees still call this

healing
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Many blamed their suffering on those who
had signed the Treaty of New Echota. On
June 22, 1839, some of the men who signed
the treaty were killed.
~ John Ross, Sequoyah, and other Cherokee
 leaders worked to restore calm fo their
~divided nation. Councils were held. A single
~ Cherokee Nation was created, uniting old

I
For almost two decades, the Chero
Nation prospered. A capital was establishe
with stores, a hotel, and a brick Supre
Court building. A newspaper, the Ch
Advocate, was founded. By 1856,
were twenty-one Cherokee elementary
secondary schools for both men
women. Latin, algebra, botany, g
and geography were among th

21 -




The Cherokees Today

The Cherokee Nation still survives today. In
~ fact, two Cherokee Nations exist. One is in
- Oklahoma. The other is in the old Cherokee
homelands of North Carolina.
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In all, over 1,000 Cherokees stayed in the
- mountains of North Carolina. Eventually,
theral.lmted States gnvemmﬁnt gave them'

'!‘-._lnflrlu :|_t !ln'r-]lu!-.'l 3

In Oklahoma, the Cherokees survived
well. They did so in spite of the hardships
the Trail of Tears. The western Cherokees
Oklahoma now number over 80,000. Tl
have a thriving tribal government, sche
for Cherokee children, and businesses
employ Cherokee people.
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Lessons can be learned from the bitter
journey called the Trail of Tears. One is that
when promises are broken, many people may
suffer. There is another lesson, however, to
be learned from the place where the people
cried. It is a lesson of hope, The Cherokees
showed us the importance of courage and
determination. Their survival is the survival
of all that is best in the human spirit.
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