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Thomas Jefferson loved to read.

He collected books about the stars and
books about history. In fact, he had one of
the largest libraries in America.
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~ Hewrote letters to people like Benjamin

- Franklin and George Washington. In his

lifetime, he wrote over 20,000 letters.
- a day, every day i




Many of Thomas's letters said that
America should be its own country. (The
British thought America belonged to them.)

So Thomas Jefferson went to work
writing the Declaration of Independence.
He wrote and rewrote it for 17 days
straight—until he got it just right.




Of course, with all that reading and | And sometimes he got hungry. When
writing and thinking, sometimes Thomas
Jefferson got tired.

o

that happened . ..

Sometimes his back hurt. ' ' ... he usually toukﬂa break and had a
' . snack. Because Thomas Jefferson really,
~ really loved food!







Thomas also spent a lot of time Then he had to fix a tray of food and

thinking about food. He even tjiullght 1 carry it all the way back upstairs and down

about better ways to get food! - ! the long, dark hallway to the dining room.
Sometimes Thomas Jefferson got . :

hungry late at night after everyone else

had gone to bed.

When that happened, he had to
tiptoe down the hallway and all the
way downstairs to the kitchen.

If he was lucky, there was still a little
left when he sat down to eat.




Thomas needed an easier way to get his
food upstairs. e

So he built a little elevator in his house.
It was too small to carry people. But it
could take food and drinks from the kitchen
to the dining room upstairs—without
spilling a drop! Thomas called his invention
a dumbwaiter.

Thomas's dumbwaiter is still in his
house in Virginia today—and it sfill works!




It' was ﬂlled w1th mure than 200 dﬁerent
kmds {}f fruits and vegetablea
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Sometimes Thomas wanted a snack
from his garden. But the apples on the
bottoms of the trees were usually already
picked.

“Hmmm,” thought Thomas. “There
must be a simple way to get apples from
the tops of the trees.”

Thomas found a long wooden pole. He
attached a metal basket to it. The basket
had hooks at the top.

He used the hooks to pull off the apples.
Presto! Ripe apples fell into the basket!
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In 1784, Thomas sailed to France. He
wanted to help make America’s friendship
with France stronger.

Thomas was sad to leave America

and Monticello. But he knew it was an
important job. He also knew there would
be lofs of new foods to try!
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Thomas was right!

In between meetings, he tasted macaroni
covered with cheese!

He munched on potatoes fried in the
French manner.
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One night, he went to a dinner party.

“Hello!” said Thomas.

“Bonjour!” said his host. (Bonjour
means “hello” in French.)

Thomas’s host offered him a special
dessert. It was ice cream wrapped in a
warm pie crust. Ice cream hadn't come to
America yet.

Thomas took a bite.

“Good!” said Thomas.

“Bon!" said his host. (Bon means “good”
in French.}
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Thomas stayed in France for five years.
When it was time for him to go back to
America, he couldn't wait to share all his
new favorite foods! _

He wrote down the recipes for macaroni
and cheese, fried potatoes, and ice cream.
He even decided to plant some love apples
at Monticello.

He waved goodbye to his French friends
and got on the Shi[flL '

Aun mrz_:«ir?’” he,!s'aid. (Au revoiy means
“goodbye” in Frmdh )
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“How was France?” everyone asked ' Of course, that was easier said than
iy done.
Thomas planted love apple seeds—

when Thomas got home.

“Delicious!” answered Thomas.

He decided to have a feast to show off
the new foods.

and waited for them to grow.
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He drew a picture of a macaroni-
making machine he had seen in France.
Then he sent a friend all the way to Italy
to buy one. (Thomas had heard that Italy
had the best macaroni-making machines!)

Finally, he made ice cream. This was
not easy. First he mixed cream and eggs
and sugar. He packed it with ice and salt.
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At last, everything was ready. The love
apples were ripe. The macaroni was cheesy.
The potatoes were crisp. The ice cream was
icy.

“Perfect!” said Thomas.

Thomas invited all his friends.

“What's for dinner?” they asked.

‘It's a surprise,” said Thomas. “Lets
eat!” R
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£ Thomas’s guests loved the feast! They

gobbled up the macaroni and cheese. They
ate every last fried potato. They asked for
more of Thomas's ice cream. They even
asked for the recipes.
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people to try love apples?.

When they were about to go home,

Thomas noticed something. No one had
touched their love apples! Everyone

eved they were poison.

“Try them,” Thomas begged.

“No thanks,” everyone said. “We're full.”
Thomas felt terrible! How could he get
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yard Suddenly, Thomas had an ideal
' He asked if he -::cm]d pick a few love
apples. His fnend saud yes.
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o Thmnas walked down the street Wlth
the love apples.

He raised one to his mouth. People.
stopped and pointed. “What are you
doing?” they shouted. “That’s poison! Stop'” &

Thomas took a bite.

“Oh no!” everyone said. “Save him! He’s ol
going to get sick!”

21 -



But Thomas didn't get sick.
He just kept eating.
y people got curious
‘They tried them
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Today, we still eat many of the foods
Thomas Jefferson brought from France.
Only now we call “potatoes fried in the
French manner” French fries. And we call
love apples tomatoes!

(Macaroni and cheese is still called
macaroni and cheese, and ice cream is still
called ice cream!)
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AUTHOR’S NOTE
Thomas Jefferson stayed in Francr: ffum 1784 to
1785. He may not have served all the foods in this
book at one party. But he really did intreduce them
to America. And he was well known for his fancy

dinner parties. So it just may have happened this
way.

Thomas Jefferson also really did have a pet
mockinghird that flew around his study. His name

was Dick.

Thamas felfersen’s
draieing of o nadarom-
Thomas fefferson miaking nackine
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If you like reading exciting stories
written in paragraphs,
look for these Step into Reading books:

AMATING RESCUES

BASEBALL CAMEP ON THE PLANET OF THE EYEBALLS
BEM FRANKLIN AND THE MAGIC SCUARES 4

THE BERENSTAMN BEARS AND THE ESCAPE OF THE BOGG BROTIHERS
DO N0T OPEN THIS CRATE!

ESCAPE NORTH: The Stery of Harrier Tubman

EXTINGT! Creatures of the Past

THE GREAT HOUDINE World-Famous Magician and Ezscape Astist
HELEXN KELLER: Courage in the Dark

HUNGRY PLANTS

ICE MUADY

JOAN OF ARC

A MARE FOR YOUNG WOLF

THE MYSTERY OF THE PIRATE GHOST

WO TOOTH, KD QUARTER!

THE PERFECT PONY

POMPEINLBURIED ALIVE!

THE 2ECRET OF FOGHORN ISLAND

SNAKE CAMP

SOCCER SAM

SPOOKY AMERICA

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S FEAST

THE TITANIC: LOST_ANT FOUND

TUT'S MUMMY: LOST_AND FOUND

20,000 BASEBALL CARDS UNDER THE SEA
VOLCANOES! Mountains of Fire

WILLD CATS

WILDY HORSES
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