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One day I was going to visit Kenneth
after school.

I was dreaming about what I could
buy if I won the lottery. Would I buy a
Corvette, a Rolls-Royce, or a Jeep?

I wasn’t looking where I was going.
~ Yikes! I almost stepped on a big black
snake' At least it looked like a snake







- We went into the kitchen.

Kenneth always makes me fish cakes
with maple syrup. He knows how much [
like them. He likes them too.

“So, Roger, how was school today?”
he asked me. _

I always tell him about my troubles in
- school. “T was the last kid picked for
~ basketball,” I said. “Even after the girls.
And the lunch was ravioli.”




Then Kenneth tells me about his
troubles. I

“Do you know they raised my taxes
to $2,000? Where am I going to get
$2,000? This country is in bad shape. In
fact, this whole planet is a mess.”
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to look at his




~ Itlooked like a giant pill on wheels.
~ Kenneth star_te'd_-.glgmg_ 'th'e'rubber

around the front end. “This strip is just
what I needed for the door,” he said.




When he was done he opened the
' door and climbed in. “Come on, Roger,”
he said, “let’s try her out!”
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[ was under the sea in a homemade
submarine.
A little stream of brownish water

bubbled through a crack in the wall.

~ “Uh, Kenneth.” T touched his sleeve
and pointed to the leak.
“No problem,” he said, handing me
] ‘Slap some of this gunk on there,
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I said

rocky wall and stopped. ;
uUh_oh! ” =

He opened the door.

“Hey!” I cried. I expected a big flood,
but nothing happened. The rubber strip
made a tight seal against the wall.

We were looking at another door. It
was fitted into the rock wall.
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Kenneth opened it, and we crawled
into an underwater cavern.

It was full of junk! “How do you like
my storage shed?” Kenneth asked me.
I was speechless.
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“Where does all this stuff come from?” 1

I finally asked. “How did it get here?”
“Tt comes from old shipwrecks. The
merpeople collect it for me. And I make
things for them. We have a nice
dianzement

- contraptions. I recognized Kenneth'’s

“Have a look around,
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There was a lot of neat stuff. Hats and
boots and fishhooks. And towels and )
books and big ropes and diving

There were ships’ instruments made

§ _Ib.f g#;sh"ec_l wood with gears and dials.

t they were for, but

T
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In one corner there were some old
books and magazines piled up on a big
wooden trunk. They were all dusty.

I moved the books and magazines and

opened the trunk.

It was full of unopened packs of
baseball cards! I had found something
I wanted all right.

I opened one of the packs.
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I was counting out the packs and
scratching numbers in the sand when
Kenneth called me.

“Hey, Roger!”

“Just give me five more minutes!”
I shouted.

The bubble gum was pretty stale.
But the top card was the 1951 Tony Pudnik
rookie card!
Can you believe it? i
In my baseball-card catalog there’s
a whole page on that card. It’s worf
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“Five minutes?” said Kenneth. “You
can have fifty years! We’'re staying!”
“Staying? You mean underwater?

FOREVER?”

“Why not?” said Kenneth. “Think
about it. No more taxes! No more
worries. Mermaids. Plenty of junk.
No more school.” ]

No school. That did make me think.
Except... "-

“Are there other kids down here?”

I asked.
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“Sure,” said Kenneth. “Merkids!”

He waved his hand toward the porthole. 3
A mermaid girl was swimming by. '

She saw me. She called her friend
over. They were both looking at me and
pointing and laughing.

i_nIEL_.' ;

"|.H§-|'-"-.-' loved |:§|'.
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I was thinking maybe it would be okay
to live underwater for a while. Of course
I would have to call my mother.

Then I remembered the baseball cards.

“Oh heck,” I said. “I was going to sell
some of these cards and buy a Corvette.”
Kenneth laughed and laughed.
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“So I could pay my taxes,” he said
slowly.

“No problem,” I said.

“I could keep my house and still visit
the merpeople,” said Kenneth. “Okay,
we'll go fifty-fifty.”

I thought that was pretty generous.
We shook hands on it.

“No, really,” I said. “Don’t you know
what these are worth? Tony Pudnik is
going for $5,000! And you could probably
get $1,500 for this one, maybe $2,000.
You’ve got about 20,000 cards here, and
even if they sold for only $10 apiece,
that would be $200,000!”
- Kenneth looked sort of excited. 3
“You've got a lot of valuable stuff dowr
here,” I said. “These old comics are wortl
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So _t_hat".

card, too.

Of course I don’t have my license yet.

But sometimes I let my mother drive me
around.

And T still have the Tony Pudnik rookie
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Some things are ore .than'_:méne'y". .

l_f you like reading eﬁcciting stories
written in paragraphs,
look for these Step into Reading books

AMAZING RESCUES

BASEBALL CAMP ON THE PLANET OF THE EYEBALLS
BEN FRANKLIN AND THE MAGIC SQUARES +

THE BERENSTAIN BEARS AND THE ESCAFE OF THE BOGG BROTHERS
DO NOT OPEN THIS CRATE!

ESCAPE NORTH: The Story of Harriet Tubman

EXTINCT! Creatures of the Past

THE GREAT HOUDINI: World-Famous Magician and Escape Artist

HELEN KELLER: Courage in the Dark

HUNGRY PLANTS

ICE MUMMY

JOAN OF ARC

A MARE FOR YOUNG WOLF

THE MYSTERY OF TIHE PIRATE GHOST

NO TOOTH, NO QUARTER! |

THE PERFECT PONY |
FOMPEIL. BURIED ALIVE!

THE SECRET OF FOGHORN ISLAND

SNAKE CAMP

SOCCER SAM

SPOOKY AMERICA

THOMAS JEFFERSON'S FEAST

THE TITANIC: LOST..AND FOUND

TUT'S MUMMY: LOST...AND FOUND

20,000 BASEBALL CARDS UNDER THE SEA

VOLCANOES! Mountains of Fire

WILD CATS
WILD HORSES
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