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- This is a true story
about a véry brave dog.
His name was Balto.
The year was 1925.
Balto lived in Nome, Alaska.
Nome was a frontier town.

2 Mést;_of the year it was buried

under ice and snow.




: !
3 . In winter there was no wa; . Balto was a sled dog.
- to travel through all that ice o, :. He worked for a gold-mining company
Not on planes or trains or boats or cars. not far from Nome.
The only way to travel in Aléska He helped carry food and tools
was by dog sled. ! i ] to the miners.

It was a good life for a sled dog.




s All the f_)ther dogs do :

wha’.ce.x_re;z_- the l_ead-'."dog_dqeéi- :

So the lead dog has to be

the smartest and strongest dog of all.

- Balto’s driver was named Gunnar.




One cold winter day
a terrible thing happened in Nome.

Two children got very sick.

Their parents cal]ed the doctor.

He was the only doctor




When the doctor saw thgjéhiid_ren :

he was very worried.

The children had a terriblé sickness_.\




The hospital in Anchorage, Alask_a'.,.

had the medicine. SRt ' But soon the train .g'_cjt'_. stuck

&

But Anchorage was 800 miles away. - i (5 Gl SR
The doctors in Anchorage s i
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The people of Nome held a meeting.
Everyone was very scared.

“What are we Qoing to do?”
asked the doctor.

“We have to get that medicine.”
At last someone said,

“What about a dog-sled relay?
When one team of dogs gets tired,
a new team will be ready to take over.”
The room buzzed with excitement.

" That did scem like the quickest way
to get the medicine.
But the doctor frowned.

“It will still take about fifteen days.
That's a long time. Too long.”




Maybe the doctor was right.
But there was no other choice.
So the mayor spoke over the radio. W Gunnar heard the mayor on the radio.

“Please help!” he said. ~ Gunnar knew he had the best dog team

: “We need the ;P'éSt drivers and dogs 0 and the best lead dog.

o

A
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On January 27, 1925,

the race to Nome began.

Twenty-one dog teams
were in the relay.

Each team waited at a different stop.
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The first driver took the medicine
from the train.

He wrapped it in fuf

to keep it from freezing.

Then he drove his dogs

as fast as he could to the second stop.

He made his run in good time.

- Somehow each dog team made it

But soon the wind began to blow hard.
The air grew colder.

A blizzard was corﬁing!

It avas one of the worst storms ever.

Still the race went on.

'. e
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' “ In one team, two dogs froze to death.

~ So the driver hitched himself
i tothesled il

~ He helped the rest of his dogs
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Gunnar cracked his whip.
“Mush!” he cried.
That meant “go.”

The team ran out into the snowy night.

i : :

At last Gunnar heard dogs barking.

The medicine was here!

He put it on the sled

with a small stove




At first the team made good time.

But soon snowdrifts blocked the trail.

The dogs sank up to their necks

n Snow.

They could not move.

Some began to panic.

But not Ba.lto.

He stayed éalm.

That helped the other dogs

while Gunnar dug them out

of the snow.

- At last the team was on its way again.
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Then the team crossed a frozen river.
The dogs and the s]éd

slipped and skidded on the ice.

Oh, no! Over went the sléd.

Gunnar got it up again.

But the medicine was gone!

~ He could not see

Wildly Gunnar dug for the medicine.
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Balto led the team

around the cracking ice.
At last they reached

solid land again.
Were they still on the trail?

Gunnar had no idea.

The snow blew so hard,
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Finally the storm died d0wn._

Gunnar saw Point Safety just ahead.
_:I_“Balto did it!” thought Guﬁnar.

- He couldn’t wait to warm his hands
by a cozy fire. _

But all the lights were out

‘at Point Safety.

- Was the next driver there?

Gunnar did not know.

And there was 110 time to fi-_nd out.

SoGunnar and Balto did ﬁqt.stdp._ .

hey had never been so tired. e

ut they rw‘:iced on _t'hroq{gh&!:]{é_ night
i :
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~ everyone was sleeping.

It was just before dawn.
The sky began to glow.

In the town of Nome

4

They had driven 53 miles!

They had made it!
Balto was too tired to bark.

They had been on the trail
for 20 hours straight.
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Gunnar took the medicine to the doctor.
The doctor was surprised. '

He :thoughl_:_ it would take 15 days

B

to get the medicine.

thout him.
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The doctor went right to work.
He gave the medicine

to all the sick people.

In a few days they would be well.

The town of Nome was saved.

All ovéf}ﬁmef_iéa.__

people cheered for Balto. :
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A vear later

the people of New York City

put up a statue of Balto. |

It still stands in Central Park.
Lots of children play on the statue.
They remember Balto,

the bravest dog ever!

If you are reading on your own
and are ready for longer stories,
look for these Step into Reading books:

ABE LINCOLX'S HAT
ALLIGATORS: LIFE IN THE WILD
ARTHUR AND THE SCHOOL PET O
ARTHUR, CLEAN YOUR ROOM! O
ARTHUR IN A PICKLE O
ARTHUR TRICKS THE TOOTH FAIRY O
ARTHUR'S BACK-TO-SCHOOL
SURPRISE O
ARTHUR'S FIRE DRILL Q
ARTHUR'S FIRST KISS O
ARTHUR'S HICCUPS O
ARTHUR'S LOST PUPPY O
ARTHUR'S READING RACE Q
ARTHUR'S SCIENCE FAIR TROUBLE O
BARBIE.COM: BALLET BUDDIES &
BARBIE.COM: KITTY'S SURPRISE @
BASEBALL BALLERINA
BASEBALL BALLERINA STRIKES OUT!
BATBABY FIND3 A HOME
BEANS BAKER BOUNCES BACK
BEANS BAKER, NUMEER FIVE
BEARS: LIFE IN THE WILD
‘THE BERENSTAIN BEARS AND THE
MISSING WATERMELON MONEY
‘THE BERENSTAIN BEARS AND THE
TIC-TAC-TOE MYSTERY
‘THE BEST MISTAKE EVER!
And Other Stories
‘THE BRAVEST DOG EVER
The True Story of Balto
BULLY TROUBLE
BUZZ V5. TORQUE: One on One ©
CHICKEN FOR A DAY

ELEPHANTS: LIFE IN THE WILD

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING

GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE
GENERAL'S DOG

GLASSES FOR DW, D

GORILLAS: Gentle Giants of the Forest

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY, MISS HILIA!

THE HEADLESS HORSEMAN

HEAVY-DUTY TRUCKS

HECTOR'S HICCUPS

HUNGRY, HUNGRY SHARKS

1T°3 NOT MARSHA'S BIRTHDAY

JOHNNY APPLESEED: My Story

LEWIS AND CLARK: A Prairic Dog for
the President

LITTLE WITCH GOES TO SCHOOL

LITTLE WITCHS BAD DREAM

LITTLE WITCH'S BIG NIGHT

LUCKY STAR

THE MAGIC APPLE

MARSHA IS ONLY A FLOWER

MARSHA MAKES ME SICK

MISS HILDY'S MISSING CAPE CAPER

THE MISSING TOOTH

MOLLY THE BRAVE AND ME

MONSTER BUGS

MUD 50UF

MO HOWLING IN THE HOUSE O

NORMA JEAN, JUMPING BEAN

THE NUTCRACKER BALLET

THE PARAKEET GIRL

PIONEER BEAR

PURPLE PICKLE JUICE O

SARANTHA THE SNOB

SHINING STAR

SE-SNAKES!

THE SURPRISE PARTY

THE TRUE STORY OF POCAHONTAS:

TWISTERS!

WHALES: The Gentle Gianis

WILD, WILD P
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